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1. Call to Order: 
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm.  Members 
present: Rex Zemke, Deb Ehster, Paul Kennedy, Craig McEwen Bill Schremp, and 
Village President George Peterson.  Trustee is Dan Mortensen excused.  Also, 
present: Administrator Gary Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, 
Zoning Administrator Evan Garski, and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance: 
 

3. Introduction of new Department of Public Works Employee: 
 
Mr. Vergara introduced the new Department of Public Works Truck Driver/Laborer 
employee Damien Bryant. 
 

4. Requests and Statements from the Audience:  None. 
 

5. Board, Committees, or Commission Referrals:  None. 
 

6. Announcements and Statement from the Village Board: 
 
Village President George Peterson mentioned he has been asked to participate in a  
transportation study for the Metro Area. 
 

7. Presentation by Maa Vue: 
 
Maa Vue explained the timeline of her event and music video.  Maa Vue stated she is 
truly blessed by the Village of Rothschild for supporting and contributing towards 
her video. 
 

8. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 
 
Mr. McEwen noted that the Aquatic Center Commission Meeting was postponed to 
October 14th. 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Ehster to Approve the Village Board Meeting Minutes of 
September 27, 2021, as Presented.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

9. Clerk’s Report: 
A. Applications, Licenses and Permits (as submitted) 

 
Motioned by McEwen/Kennedy to Approve the Applications, Licenses and 
Permits as presented.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
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10. Police Department Report: 
 
Chief of Police Jeremy Hunt gave an update on his Department. 

• Brad Johnson retired last week.  14 people have applied and 9 will begin 
testing qualifications. 

• Darren Honkanen will be retiring at the first of the year. 
• Chief Hunt is working on the quarterly report. 
• Some officers worked at the fall ride this year in Tomahawk. 

 
11. Fire/EMS Report: 

 
Fire Chief Rob Bowen gave an update on his Department. 

• There were 96 calls for the month of September 2021.  83 calls were medical 
and 13 were fire. 

• The new building is progressing.  Hoping to move in fully in a few weeks. 
 

12. Approval to Amend Code of Ordinance Chapter 590 Zoning, Amending Section 590-
25 Entitled, “C-3 Business and Office District”: 
 
Mr. Garski explained that the Village is proposing to add “parking lots” as a 
conditional use of the C-3 Business and Office District.  Currently, no property in the 
Village can be solely a parking lot.  Mr. Garski believes adding “parking lots” as a 
conditional use to the C-3 district will be beneficial to potential developments and 
zoning issues.  Parking lots are understandably not the most visually appealing use 
of a property.  However, there are times that having the main use of a property as a 
parking lot could be beneficial.  Currently, there are only 4 properties in the Village 
that are zoned C-3.  Adding “parking lots” as a conditional use only to C-3 zoned 
properties would not drastically change the landscape of the Village. 
 
Mr. Olsen suggested adding to 590-25 (B)(10) Parking Lots, “Joining and servicing 
the adjacent and contiguous property.” 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Zemke to Amend Code of Ordinance Chapter 590 
Zoning, Amending Section 590-25 Entitled “C-3 Business and Office District” 
and to add, “Parking Lots Servicing and Adjoining Property” as Requested by 
the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

13. Discussion to Request a Conditional Use Permit for the Property being Utilized as a 
Parking Lot for New Trucks Location on Calumet Street (PIN#: 176-2807-354-
1019): 
 
Mr. Garski explained the Village has received a conditional use permit request from 
Ralph Merwin for the parcel on Calumet Street PIN# 176-2807-354-1019.  The 
conditional use request is for a “parking lot.”   
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Mr. Merwin originally applied to have this property rezoned from C-3 to I-1, and it 
was recommended that some type of plan for the property be in place before a 
rezone would be approved.  After receiving a preliminary plan of a parking lot from 
Imperial Industries, Mr. Merwin again applied for a rezone.  Village staff found it to 
be in the best interest of the Village and Mr. Merwin not to rezone the property, but 
to have a Conditional Use request for the property instead.  Imperial Industries is 
interested in purchasing the property from Mr. Merwin, and initial plans show that 
the lot will be used as a parking lot.  It would be a holding area to store new 
incoming trucks.  These trucks would then be moved to their production area for 
finish work. 
 
The original plan was to rezone the property, CSM it together with the lot to the 
south that Imperial Industries owns, and then approve the site plan for a parking lot. 
Mr. Garski found that rezoning was not the best option, particularly because of the 
potential of Imperial Industries backing out of purchasing the property, changing 
plans and/or management, or possibly selling the property to someone else.  The 
main concern is once again with the future developments to the north (S.C. 
Swiderski) and the ones on Eagle Nest Blvd (Prohaska & Lokre) being located close 
to this property, there is the possibility of nuisances disrupting everyday at the 
future multi-family units.  Mr. Garski proposes adding “parking lots” as a conditional 
use for the C-3 district, and Mr. Merwin is requesting a conditional use for a parking 
lot on his property.  The proposed parking lot use meets the conditional use of: 
“parking lots.” 
 
Mr. Garski recommends approval of the conditional use request of a parking lot as 
applied for and presented above, subject to the conditional use approval being 
transferred to Imperial Industries, and subject to submittal of a Site Plan Application 
by Imperial Industries within six (6) months from the date of approval of the 
conditional use request. 
 
Motioned by Zemke/Schremp to Approve a Conditional Use Permit for the 
Property being Utilized as a Parking Lot Located on Calumet Street, Subject to 
the Conditional Use Approval being Transferred to Imperial Industries, and 
Submittal of a Site Plan Application by Imperial Industries within Six (6) 
Months from the Date of Approval of the Conditional Use Request.  Questioned 
and carried 6:0. 
 

14. Approval of Developer’s Agreement with Dean Prohaska: 
 
Mr. Olsen presented the developer’s agreement with Dean Prohaska for the 
development on Eagle Nest Blvd.  This was held over from the last meeting due to 
the Board wanting to see a site plan.  Mr. Olsen found out that the final sale of the 
property to Mr. Prohaska is contingent on the approval of the developer’s 
agreement.  The real estate agent said this is normal practice for the sale of 
development property.   
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Mr. Olsen worked with the Village’s attorney to be sure the developer’s agreement 
protects the Village and allows the Board to pass the agreement without an 
approved site plan.  The developer’s agreement has a section dedicated to this and 
by passing the agreement, there is no liability to the Village if the development does 
not happen.  The agreement is a pay-as-you-go agreement, so the Village will not 
pay anything until the development is finished in its entirety.  If the development is 
not finished, the Village pays nothing, if the development is completed but the 
assessed value is not what was agreed upon, then the payments are discounted 
accordingly.   
 
Motioned by Schremp/McEwen to Approve the Developer’s Agreement with 
Dean Prohaska as Presented.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

15. Discussion with Possible Action Regarding Hiring and Promotion Policy:  
 
Mr. Olsen explained the revised Hiring and Promotion Policy.  The change to this 
policy is regarding the change for starting compensation to be based on the salary 
matrix.  The other change is regarding promotion of employees in the DPW 
Department who are being promoted to the Operator in Training or Operator 
positions.  This change gives the Department Head, with Mr. Olsen’s approval, the 
authorization to do these promotions if the money is in the budget.   
 
Motioned by Kennedy/Schremp to Approve the Hiring and Promotion Policy 
as Presented.  Questioned and carried 5:1(Zemke).  
 

16. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Purchase Card (Credit Card) Policy: 
 
Mr. Olsen expalined the Purchase Card (Credit Card) Policy.  This is a new policy 
that is needed due to the Village’s use of purchasing cards.  The policy includes a 
signed agreement for each employee who is issued a purchasing card to read and 
sign.  All the Department Heads, Supervisors, Clerk, and Treasurer have reviewed 
the policy and assisted in helping to create the final policy. 
 
Motioned by Schremp/McEwen to Approve the Purchase Card (Credit Card) 
Policy as Presented.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
 

17. Adjourn: 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Schremp to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 6:0. 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner, WCMC 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


